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The Government has published the outcome to its Smokefree2030 consultation, and has set out plans to introduce a ban on disposable vapes and other restrictions on tobacco and refillable vaping products. 
I have outlined below the other key measures the government will take which were covered in the consultation outcome. We are still awaiting publication of the Tobacco and Vapes Bill that will give use more detail on the operational implications and timing of the new policy. We anticipate that the majority of the new measures will delivered through secondary legislation meaning further consultation on measures over the next two years.
Vaping 
The Government has confirmed it will introduce a range of new restrictions on refillable vaping products across the UK:
· Disposable Vapes Ban – The Government will introduce legislation via the Tobacco and Vapes Bill to implement a ban on the sale and supply of disposable vapes (including non-nicotine). The Government has indicated the disposable vapes ban will be in effect six months after legislation is passed through parliament.
· Display Restrictions in Shops – New powers will be introduced via secondary legislation in the Tobacco and Vapes Bill which will allow government to change how vapes are displayed in shops, however it is unclear based on the consultation outcome whether these will be restrictions will be behind the counter or tobacco style display restrictions. The type of restrictions brought forward will be subject to further consultation at a later date.
· Flavour Restrictions – New powers will be introduced via secondary legislation to restrict vape flavours that are specifically marketed children. The type of restrictions brought forward will be subject to further consultation at a later date.
· Packaging - New powers will be introduced via secondary legislation in the Tobacco and Vapes Bill on vape packaging restrictions to reduce the visual appeal of vaping products to children. The type of restrictions brought forward will subject to further consultation at a later date.
· Non Nicotine Vapes - For non-nicotine vapes, the UK Government will introduce a range of regulatory powers via secondary legislation in the Tobacco and Vapes Bill to impose age of sale restrictions to those aged 18 or above and ban the purchase of these products by others for those who are under 18). The UK Government also intends to extend all these restrictions to other nicotine products (for example, pouches) and plans to include non-nicotine vapes and other consumer nicotine products in the scope of future regulations. These restrictions will be subject to consultation at a later date.
· Taxes on Vapes - The UK Government thinks there is a strong case to take action to reduce the affordability of vapes and will consider options, including a new duty, to achieve this. This action could be taken forward in the Spring Budget which is taking place on the 6th March.
· New Fines - The UK Government will introduce a £100 Fixed Penalty Notice for the underage sale, proxy purchase and free distribution of tobacco products, vapes (nicotine and non-nicotine) and regulate to extend these provisions to other consumer nicotine products.
Tobacco
· Generational Tobacco Ban 
The Government has confirmed its plan to go ahead and introduce a generational ban on the sale of tobacco which means the government will:
1.	make it an offence for anyone born on or after 1 January 2009 to be sold tobacco products
2.	prohibit proxy sales in line with the change in age of sale legislation
3.	include all tobacco products in scope, which includes any product containing tobacco (smoked and smokeless) and intended for oral or nasal use, herbal smoking products and cigarette papers
4.	include the requirement for warning notices in retail premises to be changed to read ‘it is illegal to sell tobacco products to anyone born on or after 1 January 2009’ when the law comes into effect

Illicit Tobacco Strategy
Alongside the press release, HMRC have published a new strategy (LINK below) on tackling illicit tobacco setting out a new “root and branch” approach which will target the demand for illicit trade (the consumers that criminals seek to exploit) as well as the supply (the criminals themselves). The strategy contains two central aims and a range of actions that HMRC will carry out to achieve its objectives, I have outlined below the key ones impacting the convenience retail sector:
· Aim 1: Reduce demand for illicit tobacco

· Government will review current sanctions to ensure we are able to work with landlords to close down any outlets that sell illicit tobacco on their premises and encourage them to terminate leases early where this is the case. This will support the enforcement of our new tougher tobacco sanctions
· continue to dismantle illicit tobacco factories in the UK, disrupting attempts by OCGs to establish UK production as a means to eliminate logistical costs
· deliver proactive communications activity to support the drive to reduce demand and comfort levels for users of illicit tobacco & publish communications targeted at businesses – including retail outlets – to reinforce the risk and highlight the impact of new sanctions
· Aim 2: Tackle organised crime to reduce community harm 
· Government will establish a multi-agency illicit tobacco taskforce, bringing together colleagues from HMRC, Border Force, and Trading Standards into a single team that collaborates closely with other law enforcement and intelligence partners
· Government will use all available resources and sanctions to tackle the most harmful UK-based OCGs, including prosecution and prioritise targeting these groups over the long-term, investing significant resource into disrupting their operations
· Government will be extending access to Tobacco Track and Trace across HMRC and to Trading Standards and in 2024, HMRC will extend the Track and Trace system to include all tobacco products such as cigars, cigarillos, and shisha. Government will work in partnership with key organisations to crack down on illicit shisha in the UK, gathering intelligence on the supply chain in this space and exploring policy options to reduce the size of the illicit shisha market
· Government will review and strengthen our reporting mechanisms for illicit tobacco so that those who identify illicit tobacco can easily alert the appropriate authorities

ACS will continue to update members on any further relevant announcements.
If you have any questions on the above information, please contact:
Daniel Askew - Public Affairs Executive
Association of Convenience Stores
Mob: 07513715536

LINK to: ACS Urges Government to Focus on Better Enforcement over Blunt Instruments in Response to Plans for Vape Ban
LINK to: HMRC new strategy on tackling illicit tobacco
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